The PA Beef Foundation's Beefing Up Backpacks initiative continues to demonstrate the collective power
of Pennsylvania’'s beef community in addressing childhood food insecurity. Made possible through the
generosity of Pennsylvania's beef farmers, strategic community partnerships, charitable contributions,
and support from the Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture through Agricultural Excellence funding,

this initiative provides a meaningful solution to a critical need: ensuring children have access to
nutritious, high-quality protein in a shelf-stable beef stick. Beefing Up Backpacks works to deliver a
convenient and valuable source of protein when access to nutritious food may be limited.

The 2026 program results demonstrate significant growth in
statewide reach, geographic distribution, and overall impact.
With 135,040 beef sticks distributed through partnerships
reaching 360 schools across 59 Pennsylvania counties, the
initiative continues to expand its ability to serve children and
strengthen communities. '
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» 42 additional counties reached, extending coverage to nearly
9 in 10 Pennsylvania counties.

2026 IMPACT AT A GLANCE

» 360 schools reached in 2026, strengthening potential long-
term distribution partnerships.

« Nearly 200,000 beef sticks were distributed across'to youth
over the course of 2 years, investing in communites near you!
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