
 

 

 

 

Usually, cows can deliver their calves on their own, but the farmer watches the cows closely during calving season.  

When a cow needs help delivering a calf, the farmer will help to make sure the cow and calf are both kept healthy. 

There are over 120 breeds of beef cattle.  One breed isn’t better than another, but each breed has certain 

characteristics.  Each farmer decides which breed, or mix of breeds, will work best for them. 

Cattle can’t tell us their preference.  They will eat whatever the farmer feeds them as part of their diet.  This 

might be corn, hay, fresh grasses, silage, or even leftovers from food manufacturing companies, like potato skins.   

All cattle eat grass the majority of their life.  Cattle are ruminant animals.  This allows them to be able to eat and 

digest grasses which humans and other animals can’t.  However, they can also get nutrients from grains, like corn.   

Like all living things, beef cattle need water to survive.  They can drink anywhere from 9-20 gallons of water a day.  

The amount they need depends on their weight, the temperature, and their individual needs.  

Kids who live on a farm often have chores that involve taking care of the animals.  This might be feeding them, cleaning 

their pens, or checking their water supply.  Sometimes they may like having the chores; sometimes they may not  

In the spring and summer, you will see cattle grazing on pastures.  Farmers will rotate their cattle between pastures 

to keep them from killing the grass and to give them constant access to fresh grass. 


