
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

 

             

             

             

             

             

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

 

• A dairy cow gives birth to a calf. 

• A calf weighs 85-100 pounds at birth. 

• The newborn calf will drink its mother’s milk, which is rich in nutrients. 

• The dairy farmer separates a calf from its mother to protect it, because it doesn’t have 

an immune system to fight diseases. 

• Female calves will likely stay on the dairy farm, but male calves will be sold within a week 

to be raised for their meet. 

• A veal farmer purchases a bull calf from a dairy farm or at auction. 

• The calves are raised in a barn where they can be protected from the 

weather and watched closely to make sure they are healthy. 

• Calves live in individual pens inside the barn to protect them from 

diseases while they build up an immune system. 

• The veal barns have lots of natural light and ventilation. 

• There are heating and cooling systems in the barn to keep the animals 

warm in winter and cool in summer. 

• A veterinarian works with the farmer to help any calves that are sick. 

• The calves are fed milk replacer that has the nutrients they need to 

grow. 

• After 8 weeks, the calves have enough of an immune system, they can 

be put into pens with other calves. 

• The calves are grouped in pens by their size and age. 

• The pens have room for the calves to move and access fresh water 

whenever they want it. 

• The veal barns have lots of natural light and ventilation. 

• There are heating and cooling systems in the barn to keep the animals 

warm in winter and cool in summer. 

• A veterinarian will help the farmer make sure the herd is healthy.  

• Growing calves need the right amount of protein, iron and fat. 

• The farmer will work with an animal nutritionist to make sure the 

growing calves get a balanced diet. 

• When a calf weighs 500 pounds, its meat is ready to be harvested in 

order to provide veal as a meat source. 


